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Report of the Executive Director Core Services, 
to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (OSC) 

on 12th September 2017 

Barnsley Safeguarding Adults Board (BSAB) Annual Report 2016-17
- Cover Report

1.0 Introduction and Background

1.1 Local Safeguarding Adults Boards are a key system in every locality across the 
country to enable organisations to come together to agree on how they will 
cooperate with each other to safeguard and promote the welfare of adults. The 
Barnsley Safeguarding Adults Board (BSAB) has been operating since 2000 but 
was originally known as the Adult Protection Committee. However it was not until 
the Care Act 2014 that it became a statutory requirement for local authorities to set 
up a Safeguarding Adults Board (SAB) with core membership from the local 
authority, the Police and the NHS (specifically the local Clinical Commissioning 
Group [CCG]) and the power to include other relevant bodies.

1.2 The Government recognised that even though local authorities have been 
responsible for adult safeguarding for a number of years, there have never been 
any clear laws to support this. Therefore, under the Care Act 2014 there was a 
statutory responsibility for SABs to be in place from April 2015, enabling local 
partnership working amongst key organisations to hold each other to account and to 
ensure safeguarding adults remains high on the agenda across the area. The Care 
Act 2014 recognises that local authorities alone cannot safeguard individuals but 
requires joint-working with other agencies as well as awareness of the wider public.

1.3 The BSAB is a multi-agency Board comprising statutory, independent, voluntary 
organisations and service user/carer representation which have a stakeholder 
interest in safeguarding adults. The vision of the Board is ‘that every adult – 
irrespective of age, race, gender, culture, religion, disability or sexual orientation, 
has a right to live a life free from abuse, neglect, exploitation and discrimination’.

1.4 The BSAB Annual Report 2016-17 (Item 4b - attached) outlines the work of the 
board and its local and regional partners from April 2016 to March 2017. Key 
achievements during this time include:

 Continued focus on embedding Making Safeguarding Personal (MSP)
 Improving policies and procedures and issuing practice guidance to staff
 Improved guidance on the application of thresholds for access to safeguarding 

services
 Work to develop a service user/customer forum
 Production of a communication strategy to raise public awareness of 

safeguarding 
 Launch of a new and improved website to provide further information and 

guidance
 The first Safeguarding Awareness Week (SAW) with a number of events held to 

engage the public on a wide range of topics
 Continued improvements to performance management and data
 A strong focus on Care Homes and how well they are performing
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1.5 BSAB’s plans for 2017-18 are listed on page 30 of Item 4b (attached). The 
key pieces of work which are currently being undertaken include:

 Completion of a review of the South Yorkshire Safeguarding Procedures
 Sign off of the operational guidance
 Development and embedding of a people in positions of trust policy
 Sign off and embedding of a self-neglect and hoarding policy
 Establishment of an effective safeguarding customer forum
 Development of a multi-agency (Care Act compliant) dashboard
 Holding of the first learning event on Safeguarding Adult Reviews (SARs) and 

Domestic Homicide Reviews (DHRs)
 Embedding of a robust level three training programme
 Running of a joint Safeguarding Awareness Week with the Safeguarding 

Children’s Board
 Work with the Safer Barnsley Partnership and Barnsley Safeguarding Children’s 

Board to raise public awareness of adults at risk of mate and hate crime
 Continued work to complete audits to monitor practice
 Establishment of a network of safeguarding champions
 Agreement and circulation of a set of publicity materials

1.6 At today’s meeting, a number of Board representatives have been invited to the 
meeting to answer questions from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding 
the work of the BSAB over the last Annual Reporting year (April 2016-March 2017) 
as well as to talk about the work being undertaken this year. 

2.0     Invited Witnesses 

2.1 The following witnesses have been invited to today’s meeting:

 Bob Dyson, Independent Chair, BSAB
 Lennie Sahota, Service Director-Adult Assessment & Care Management, BMBC
 Monica Green, Head of Service – Safeguarding & Quality Assurance
 Brigid Reid, Chief Nurse, Barnsley Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)
 Sarah MacGillivray, Designated Nurse for Safeguarding Adults, Barnsley CCG - 

Chair of the Pathways and Partnership Sub-Group
 Chief Superintendent Scott Green, Barnsley District Commander, South 

Yorkshire Police (SYP)
 Detective Chief Inspector Joanne Bates, SYP
 Michael Potter, Service Director, Organisation & Workforce Improvement, BMBC 

- Chair of the Performance Management Sub-Group
 Cath Erine, Safeguarding Adults Board Manager, BMBC
 Cllr Margaret Bruff, Cabinet Spokesperson - People (Safeguarding), BMBC

3.0     Possible Areas for Investigation

3.1 Members may wish to ask questions around the following areas:

 What lessons have been learned over 2016/17 and how has this influenced 
practice?

 Are data management practices comprehensive and robust and are there any 
gaps that need to be addressed to ensure data quality?
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 How do you know if practice reflects policies and that community needs are 
being met effectively?

 What mechanisms are in place to support adults at risk who may be scared or 
unable to report incidents, are unaware that they are being abused or are 
unwilling to accept help for abuse?

 How do you ensure that all staff and partners are working towards the same 
goals?

 How do the Barnsley Safeguarding Adults Board (BSAB) and Barnsley 
Safeguarding Children Board (BSCB) work together to protect families with 
multiple needs?

 To what extent are all partners engaged with the board’s work and contribute 
resources to address identified needs?

 What evidence is available to show that the Communications Strategy is having 
the desired impact and how do you promote safeguarding to vulnerable people 
without IT access, who may have learning difficulties or may use English as their 
second language?

 What are the key risks and challenges for the forthcoming year and how will 
these be managed?

 What actions could be taken by Members to assist in the work of BSAB?

4.0     Background Papers and Useful Links

 BSAB Annual Report 2016-17 (Item 4b - attached)
 BSAB Annual Report 2015-16:

https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/media/4288/safeguarding-adults-annual-report-
2015-2016.pdf

 Barnsley Safeguarding Adults Board Website:
https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/children-families-and-
education/safeguarding-families-in-barnsley/safeguarding-adults-in-
barnsley/barnsley-safeguarding-adults-board/

 Care and Support Statutory Guidance (Updated August 2017):
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/care-act-statutory-guidance/care-
and-support-statutory-guidance 

5.0     Glossary

BSAB - Barnsley Safeguarding Adults Board
CCG - Clinical Commissioning Group
SABs - Safeguarding Adults Boards
SAW – Safeguarding Awareness Week
SYP - South Yorkshire Police

6.0 Officer Contact

Anna Marshall, Scrutiny Officer (01226 775794), 4th September 2017
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